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Who becomes the king will make no difference 
to me. I am a servent, can i be the Queen? 















































































THERE WA5 JOY AND 
JU&KAVON iN JANAKFURL 
RAM^THE HANDBOm 
PRINCE OF AYODHYA, HAP 
BROKEN me BOW OF BMW 
AND mUS WON THE HAND 
Of THE LOVELY BrVA. 



WHAT A PAIR THEY MADEIRAl^ AND BiTA LOOKED 
UKE BEAUTY AND LOVE PERBONfFlED. 



RAM IN 
EXILE 


me PRINCEB AND NOBLEB WHO HAP &£eW 
/NVTTEP FOR THE CEREMONY V^f?E HI-LEP tVTTH 
EWVnr: 



THE LOVELY SJTAeY 
FORCE. ^ 


TWO BROTHERS 


WE SHOULD TAKE AWAY LETS FIGHT THE 



HOW PARE THEY DEFY 
MY PEAR SRGTHER 
Sw RAM- _< 




LAKSHMAN WAB FORiOUB AND GLOWERED AT THE 
PRDJEBmG FRINCEB WTTH KH^TTEP PROH© ANP 
FiERYLOOKB. 


\N THE Mmrof THE UfWAK BAGE 
PARABHURAM ARRIVED THERE. 




THOUGH HE HAD THE CAiM AFFEARANCE OF AN ASCETIC* 
HIS CRUEL DEEDS OF THE PAST PUT FEAR IN THE HEARTS 
Of THE PEOPLE \N THE ASSEMBLY 
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Ram Chant Manas^ 




I AR5?AN©EPTHE KW SACRIFICE ID CHOOSE 
A WORTHY SUITOR FOR MY DAUGHTER SHA. 
NONE OF THE OTHER NOBLES COULP EVEN 
UFTTHE MIOKTYSOW OF SHIV 3Ur AT 
LAST* THERE WAS ONE BRAVE WARRI^ 

WHO MET MY CHALLENGE 



TELL ME JANAK, YOU FOOL, 
WHO HAS BROKEN THAT 
BOW? TELL ME AT ONCE OR 
VS'LL WRECK YOUR WHOLE^ 
REALM! 


f^RASHORAM THEN SAW THE BROKEN BOW 
LYING ON THE t?R0t/NP. 


RAM real;sep that everyone aroono wab in 

PREAO OF THE ENRAGED FARA5HURAM. 

^ SERVANT] BAHl A 

SERVANT RENDERS 
SERVICE. WHOEVER 
HAS BROKEN THAT 
BOW IS MY 
ENEMY! 




LET HIM STEP 
FORWARD! ELSE. I 
WILL SLAY ALL THE 
KINGS PRESENT 
K HERE! y 
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Ram in Exile 



^ WHATSTHEPIFFERENCEl ^ 
THEY ALL LOOK AUKE TO mi 
WHAT GAIN OR LOSS CAN DE 
THERE IN aREAKlNG A WORN 
OUTOLP SOW? OONT &LAME 
.RAM, IT BROKE AS SOON AS 
\hE TOUCHED IT! WHY AE^ 
V YOU SO ANGRY? ^ 


YOUFOOUSH ' 
CHILD! HAVE YOU 
NOT HEARD OF 
MY TEMPER? 



RARASWRAM LfFJEP hl3 i^iGHTYAXEON m 
SHOULDER fW A THRBATEmO GESTURE. 


I'LL SPARE YOUR LIFE SINCE 
YOU ARE A MERE CHILD. I 
A SWORN ENEMY OF THE 
WARRIOR RACE OF 
KSHATRIYSJ KILLED THE 
THOUSAND-ARMED 
SAHASRA&AHU WITH 


AHA’ SO YOU THINK OF 
YOURSELF AS A GREAT 
WARRIOR! PONT 
FLAUNT YOUR AXE AT 
ME! ITS LIKE TRYING 
TO SLOW A MOUNTAIN 
APUFFOFYOUR 
BREATH! 



]f 6 0ECAUBEI SAW THE SACRED 
THREAP ON YOU 

THAT I SUPPRESSED MY ANGER. IT 
IS AGAINST OUR FAMILY CODE TO 
OfPOSE GODS, BRAHMINS, 
DEVOTEES OF HARI* AND COWS. 



UNSEEMLY 


EVEN IF YOU STRIKE ME, I WILL FALL AT YOUR FEET. 

YOUR WORDS STRIKE LIKE A MILLION 
THUNDERBOLTS. YOU DONTNEEDTODE ARMED 
^WrTH AN AXE OR BOW! FORGIVE ME. 0 GREAT> 
SAGE, IF I HAVE SAID ANYTHING 



3AOE FARA3HURAM TUmED 1D 
Vf3HWAM}TR IN ANGER 


BLOT ON THE RESPLENDENT SOLAR RACE! 
HES RECKLESS, UNRULY, IDiOtIC! DONT 
BLAME ME IF HE'S DEAD IN A 
MINUTES! IF YOU WANT TO 
SAVE HIM, TELL HIM 
ABOUT MY GLORY 



irs UNBECOMING OF YOU TO 
POUR OUT ABUSES, HOLY ONE! 

HEROES SHOW THEIR 
^PROWESS BY ACTION, NOT BY^ 
iiV SELF ADVERTISEMENT^ 


I WILL ^ 
NOT SPARE HIM 
NOW! THIS SHARP 
TONGUEPBOY 
DESERVES 
TO DIE! ^ 


PARDON 

HIM! 


WSHWAM^^ fAfTERVENEO JUOTiN TIME WHEN rARA&HURAM 
3RAND!5NE9HI3/0CE. 


VISHNU 
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Ram Chant Manas 


RAM RBALi6ED THAT THE BAGE^ ANGER 
ON lAKBHKiAN WAB N(M BEING DfKECTED 
TOHM 



7 


IAMJUSTRAM.V10U ARE 
PAltA5HURAM,RAM OF THE 
AXE! I HAVE JUST ONE 
STRING TO MY SOW, YOU 
SEAR NENE STRINGS IN 
sJOUR SAC REP THREAP, . 
0 BRAHMIN. 


RAM REM WEP H/M OF WE NINE CAKOtNAi 
VIRWEB m 3E FOUND iN A dRAHMiN ^ 
CAimEBB, BEif-Cmmh RENANCE, 
FUR^tn FORGIVENESS, FEUCnX KNOWLEDGE 
$FlRirUAliTY AND BELIEF IN 000, 



DONTTAKE METOPE 
A BRAHMIN ONLY! I 
HAVE VANOUISHEP 
MANY KINGS ANP 
WARRIORS I YOU 
AS PERVERSE AS 
YOUR BROTHER 


ARE 


CALM DOWN, SIR! YOUR ANGER IS 
OUT OF PROPORTION TO MY 
TRIFLING ERROR! THE BOW BROKE 
DOWN WHEN ] TOUCHED IT* PONT 
CHALLENGE ME TO FIGHT! I FEAR 
. NO ONE, NOT DEATH ITSELF! , 



RAMB WORDS IMPRESSED THE SAGE. WE OFFERED 
HIS etW TO RAM. 


^ TAKE THIS ^ 
BOW AND DRAW 
m THAT WILL PUT 
AN END TO MY 
V DOUBTS* Vf 


AS BOON AS HE SAID SO, FHE 60^ GLIDED ON ITS OWy 
ACCORD VO RAMB HAND, 


FARA6HURAM REALISED RAMS MIGHT AND CHANGED 
HIS stance Af ONCE. 



GLORYTO 

YOU! BENEFACTOR OF 
GODS,BRAHMJN9 ANP 
COWS! FORGIVE ME. I 
WRONGED BOTH OF YOU. 
GLORY TO YOUR RAC! 
OF RAGHUS* 


IVITFf THESE W3RDS, FARSHURAM RETIRED TO THE 
FOREST TO PERFORM PENANCE 



7i 


ITS WITH YOUR 
BLESSING THAT 
RAM BROKE THE 
BOW. GUIDE ME 
ABOUTWHATI 
SHOULD DO 
NEXT! 


LISTEN. WISE 
KING, ACCORDING 
TO YOUR 
CONDITION, THE 
MARRIAGE WAS 
SEALED AS SOON 
AS THE BOW 
BROKE. 



I WILL DO SC AT 
ONCE ^ 


V1SHWAMITR ADW5ED JANAK TO PREPARE FOR THE WEDDING 
RITLALS SANOIONEP BY THE VEDAS, AFTER SEEKING THE 
COUN5EI OF HIS ELDERS AND GURU SHATAWAND 


'' SEND YOUR MESSENGERS 

NG PASHAKATH 
M AYODHYA* 


TO 


JANAK THEN CALLED FOR THE LEADING OTIZENS TO ARRANGE 
FOR the DEOmWN OF BAZAARS AND STREETS. 
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Ram in Exile 


MEANWHILE. HE 3UMM0t4E9 EXTEKT 
CKAFf5MEN 759 CON^WJCT rAVJU0N3 
FOR THE CEREMONY 



THEYMAQE nANTAIN TREE3 OUT OF GOW, 
EMERALD IEAVEB AND FLOWERd OUT Of 
RU6\E0. DiAMONO. AWi? 


T\)mU0\3E WERE U3E9 FOR THE miAYON 
GOLD FlllARB^ 


W/HEN THE ME35ENeER5 FROM JAmmR\ REACHED 
ATOHVA QABHARATH WAB OVEEtVHELMED 7?9 READ THE 
M;5SiVETHEyCA#e^£P. 



HE R^AO IHE LETTEI? ALOJi? TO THE fEOflE \N THE COURT 
AND EVEKTONE REJOiCED TO HEAR THE HEWS. 


BHARAT AND 5HAT^l3HH CAME 
Ri}NN\NG AND THE fUNB ONCE AGAIN 
RELATED THE DHTERBWEET ANECDOTEB 
OFRAMANDIAKSHMAN, 



^ HOW > 
WONDERFUL TO 
, HEARA&OUT, 
^ THEM! y 


^THIS [6 THE FIRST TIME 

WEVE GOT ANY NEWS 
L ABOUT THEM SINCE 
VhEY WENT AWAY WITH 
V V19HWAMITR. V 


DABHARATH ABKEO THE MESBEmER TO GIVE HIM MORE 
HEWS ABOUT HfS BELOVED 50NB. THE COURTlERB WERE 
THf?/LLEP 1W. 



GURU VABIBHTH WAS OVC^OYEP TO HEAR THE HEWS. 



SOON THE HARPY NEWS SPREAD THKOLWSH 
AYODHYA AND THERE WAB MUCH REJOlONG, 


AYOPHYA, CHARMING AS IT WAS, NOW WAS 
RESPLENDENT WITH DE00/?A7T0HS OF FLAGS 
AND FESTOONS. BANNERS. GOLDEN YASES. 
AKCHES AND FTO^L GARLANDS. 



THE LANES WERE SPRINKLED WitH A BLEND OF 
BAJ^FRON, SANDAL^ MUSK AND CAMPHOR. 
PRETTY FLOOR PATTERNS WERE MADE AT EVERY 
DOORSTEP 
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Ram Charit Manas 


THE WEPPiNO Ff:0CE33m HAP SWIFT H0F:.SES 
wrm HANDSOME MOUNTS, OOKOEOUS 
CHARIOTS. MAGNIFtCEHTELBFHANrBAND 
FALANQUIN5 THATWERE FOiiOWEP SYAN 
ENDLESS ARRAY OF FORTERS LADEN wnH 
LUGGAGE. 



PASHARATH SLEW ON A CONCH TO SIGNAL THE 
START OF THE FROCESSION. 


THE FRQCESSm fRDCEEDED WITH BONG AND DANCE 
IWfLE JESTERS EHTERTAINED THE FARTY. ON THE WAX 
JANAK HAP ARRANGED FOR BRIDGES TO BE BUILT 
OVER RiVERS AND REST HOUSES WERE EQUiFFEP MTH 

FOOD AND COUCHES FOR THEIR COMFORT. 

-- 



AFTER A LONG JOURNEY THE WEDDING PARTY 
REACHED JANAKniRl. THEY WERE WELCOMED WITH 
COLD DRINKS IN GOLD JARS AND DELiaOUS 
SWEETMEATS. AN ENDLESS LINE OF FORTERS 
BROUGHT HUGE TRAYS LADEN WLTH FARCHED RICE, 
CURDS and AUSnCiOUS AROMATIC BU&6TANCEB. 



,JL!U 


WOMEN SANG JOTOUS SONGS AND SHOWERED 
THEM WITH FRAGRANT FLOWERS WHILE MUSiaANS 
SOUNDED THEiR DRUMS WITH RAFtURE. 



THEY IVERE LEC? TO WEIR COMFORTASIE 
aUARTERS. RAM AND LAKSHMAN RUSHED TO 
MEET THEM. 


WHEN SHATRUGHN AND BHARAT SOWED BEFORE 
RAM. HE AFFECTIONATELY LIFTED THEM OFF THEIR 
FEET 


THE PAY FIXED FOR THE WEDDING WAS IN THE 
MONTH OF lAARGASHEERSH. AFTER 
OBSERVING THE FOSIVON OF THE FIANETS 
AND FROFIVOUS CONJUNCTION OF THE STARS. 
THE HOUR OF THE WEDDING WAS FIXED. RAM 
LOOKED RESflENDENT IN BRIGHT WEDDING 
GARMENTS AND ORNAMENTS ON HfS DARK 



THE OTHER THREE PRINCES TOO LOOKED 
CHARMING, RiOmG ON THEIR FESTIVE STEEPS. 


SITA S MOTHER SUNAYANA, AND OTHER MARRIED WOMEN 
WELCOMED THE GROOM WITH FESTAL LAMFS AND JARS 
FULL OF WATER. 



MUSIC WAS FLAYED ON FIVE INSTRUMENTS (TANJRJ, TAAL 
JHANJH, NAGARA TURAHI) AND FVE AUSFICIOUS SOUNDS 
WERE HEARD - THE CHANVNO OF THE VEDAS, THE SONGS 
OF THE BARDS. SHOUTS OF TRJUMm THE BLOWING OF 
CONCHES AND THE BEAT OF DRUMS. 




















































































Ram in Exile 


RAM WAS LED TD THE THRONE MADE FOR HiM. 



PASHARATH ANPJANAF. mPRACEP EACH 
OTHER. THE FRiE$T$ CHANTEO THE FRAYERS 
FORfHE OCCASION. 


THE LAPiES OF THE HOUSEHOLD FOR^D A ORCLE AROUND 
3fTA AND LED HER 10 THE FAVIUON. THEY SANG t^ELOPfOUB 
BONOS AND THE TINY SELLS AROUND THEIR ANKLES AND 
WAISTS TINKLED iN TUNE. 



THE FAMILY FRlESrS, VASfSHTH AND BHATANAND, 
FERFORMED ALL THe REU&mS RllEB AND 
CEREMONIES ACCORDING 10 THEIR FAMILY CUSTOMS. 



JANAK AND 3UNAYANA CEREMONIOUSLY WASHED 
RAMS FEET WfTH SCENTED WATER 



THE TWO FRIESTS JOiNEQ THE HANDS OF THE 
OROOM and pride AND RECITED THE 
GENEALOGY OF THE TWO FAMILIES. 


JANAK GAVE AIVAY THE PRIDE TO RAM, AND 
THEN THE ENOS OF THEiR GARMENTS WERE 
TIED INTO A KNOT. MTH THE FIRE GOD AS rWE 
WITNESS, THEY CIRCLED AROUND THE FIRE. 



RAM THEN AFFIIED VERMILLION FOWDER ON 
SITA^S HEAD. 



RAM AND SnA WERE MADE TD SIT TOGETHER ON THE 
SAME SEAT. 


THERE WAS REJOICING ALL OVER THE UNfYERBE, AND 
THE CRY WENTUF TO THE HEAVENS: RAM AND StTA ARE 
WEDDED NOW 
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Ram Charit Manas 


kinojanak callep for the other 

FRIt4CE55E6. ORMilA, WHO WASSiTA^B 
YOUNGER BIBTER, WAS MARRiED VO 
LAKBHKiAN. 



SHRUTAKIRn, WHOWAB THE 
PAUGHJEROFJANAKB 
BRDTHEK KUSHARETU, WAB 
MARRIED VO SHATRUOHN. 



HER EAIR MAWPAW 
WAB MARRIED VO BHARAT. 





THE FOUR FRiKCEB WERE MARRIED ACCORDiNO TO 
THE PREBCRiBEO CEREMONY. THE GIFTS GiVEH BY 
JANAK FtiLEO THE RAVtim - GOLD AND JEWELS, 
GARMENTS AND P1AWKE7S. COWS AND H0R3EB. 



DABHARATH GRAQOUSlY ACCEFTED THE GIFTS 
AND WITH EPtJWI. GENERDBin GAVE THEM AWAY 
TO WHOEVER UKED THEM. 



THERE WAS A SUMmJOUS WEDDING FEAST WHH 
A DEUOOUS array OF DISHES. 


IW/LE THE GUESTS ATE, SCANDALOUS SONGS WERE 
SUNG VO ENTERTAIN THEM, AS WAS THE TRADmON. 


THE WEDDING FARJY WAS COAXED 10 STAY 
ON FOR SEVERAL DAYS AFTER THE WEDDING 
CEREMONY 



AFTER SEVERAL DAYS AND MANY HALTS ON 
THE WAY, THE WEDDING FR0CE5SI0N 
REACHED AYODHYA. 



fKE QUEEN MOTHEf?S TOEA!?EP FOR THE WELCOME IN THE 
traditional MANNER. 


ARETHETRAYS^ LET ME 
READY, / CHECK-TURMERIC, 

PURVAGRA&0, CURP0. 
0ETEL LEAVES, ARECA 
NUTS, FLOWERS ANP 
LEAVES* 


3 ^ 


SUMITRAf 

KA[KEY1? 


UNPROKEr 
RICE. SPROUTS 
OF PARLEY, 
PARCHED GRAIK, 
TULSI SLOSSOMS 
ANP PERFUMES OF 
ROSE, KEVADA, 
SANDALWOOD 
AND CAMPHOR. 
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Ram in Exile 



ONE PAX DABhARATH V/A3 iN HiB COUf^T 


GIVE ME A 
MIRRjPl^! I WILL 
, ADJUST It . 


YOUR HIGH NESS. 
YOUR CROWN IS 
W ASKEW. V 


HE CASUALLY OiANCEQ ATViE M/RROR TOAUiUST m CKOWN, 


KINO JANAK WAS 60 
AMIASLEr HE TREATED 
^ US wrm SUCH y 
HONOUR! 


OH! IT MUST 
HAVE SEEN 
WONDERFUL! 


ALL THE GUESTS ANP SAGES HAP 
RETURNED TO IMBK HOMES. THERE WAS 
CONTENTMEin /N ALL HEARTS. 


MTER PASHARATH SPOKE TO H^S THREE QUEENS 

THE SRIDES ARE STILL YOUNG. 

THEY ARE LIKE CHILDREN IN A 
6TRANOE HOUSE. TAKE CARE 
OF THEM AND PROTECT THEM 
.LIKE THE EYELIDS PROTECT. 

OUR EYES. 


KiNG DASHARA7H PESORTSEP THE WEPDiNG 
RiVJAlS (N PETAIL TV THE ENRAPR/REP 
QUEENS. 


THE PAYS PASSED IN HAFFINESB. 
SUCCESS AND PROSPPRnr FLOIVEP !NTO 
AYOPHYA LIKE SOUNTEOUS Rfl^RS. 


THE NEWLY MARR/EP COUPLES WERE 
WELCOMEP ANP MADE MUCH OF BY ALL THE 
FEOFLE OF THE PALACE. 


SUPDENIY- 


HUH? I AM TURNING GREY AROUND 
THE TEMPLES! SURELY THIS IS A 
SIGN! AGE IS BECKONING ME. THESE 



WHITE HAIRS ARE WHISPERING IN MY 



THE THOUGHTFiilED H!S HEAFTMTH JOY HE 
DECIDEQ TO VISIT HIS GURU. VASISHTH, AT ONCE 

GREETINGS! 0 WISE SAGEl 
RAM IS NOW PERFECT IN ALL 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS, 
EVERYONE LOVES HIM AS 
MUCH AS I DO. 


\dA. 
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Ram Chant Manas 



I HAVE JUST ONE 
WISH* OSA<jE. ONE 
LONGINO THAT CAN 
BE FULFILLE[J,Wrm 
VVOUROKACE- y 


TEUME< OKING*WHAT 
ISYOUK WISH. YOUR 
y. WISH WILL SURELY DE 
'V FULFILLEP. A 



DAdHARATH WA5 niKiUEP TO SEE Hi3 OUKU m 
SUCH AN AMM5LE MOOD. 


RAM SHOULP SE GIVEN 
REGAL POWERS AND MADE 
YUVRAJ. THE HEIR APPARENT. 
I WANT THIS TO HAPPEN IN 
MY LIFETIME* THEN 1 WILL 
HAVE NO WISHES OR 
REGRETS. 


SO BE m 
MAKE THE 
PREPARATIONS 
FOR THE 
CORONATION 
ATONCEI 





K/NG PASHARATH RETURNEP TO HIB FALACE 
AND aUMMONEP ALL HiB COUNSELLORS. 


HE WiD THEM OF HtB FLAM TO INSTALL RAM ON THE THRONE 



THE K!NG FELT REilEVEP ATTHEIR REACTION. IT WAS AS IF A 
GROWNG CREEPER HAP FOUND THE dUFrOFTOF A STRONG 
BOUGH. 



A SEND ^ 
MESSENGERS TO 
ALL THE MAIN 
PILGRIMAGE 
SPOTS AND HOLY 
k RIVERS. y 


$AOB VABIBHTH WAB INVirEO TO OIRECT 
THE PREPARATIONS. 


FETCH WATER FROM 
ALL THE SACKED , 
V PLACES* V 



HERBS, ROOTS, 
FLOWERS, 
FRUITS ANP 
^ LEAVES. .. 


PEER ^ 
SKIN, WOOLLEN 
AKP SILK 
k. CLOTH. > 


SDMANTR ANP THE OTHER MINISTERS MADE PETAILEP NOTES OF 

HISJN5TRUCT70NS. __ 

I LL MAKE \ 
A LIST OF TH E 
AUSPICIOUS 
ARTICLES 
REQUIRED FOR 
THE 

CORONATION. 
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Ram fn Exile 



RBFER^Q TO rHE 
LAiO OOMi m A^CiENrSCRimf^F^. 

' TH E 5TRE BTS MUST &H UNEP 

WITH FRUIT-BEARING TREES 
LIKE MANGO. ARECA NUT AKP 
PLANTAIN, CANOPIES OF 
different kinds must 

■M- BE ERECTED. 



SO MUCH TO DO 
AND 50 LITTLE 
K TIMEI ^ 


THESE IVAS A FlURfCrOFACTMVf {N AWHYA m THE 
FOLLOWING DAYS. 


THE MARKETS MUST 
BE DECORATED, FLOOR 
PAINTINGS HAVE TO &E 
MADE ON EACH 
DOORSTEFWITH 
JEWEL INLAY 


FLAGS AND BANNERS AND FESTAL ARCHES WERE MADE /N 
ENORMOUS NUMBERS 



THE NEWS &mJ&mjOYOU5 TICTWGS /N THE 
FALACE AND THE CfTX QUEEN SUMITKA AND 

kausalya began to decorate their 

PAL\CE AND MADE GENEROLfS GIFTB ID 
BRAHM/NS. 


DASHARATH SENT VAS/SHTH TO INFORM RAM 
THE CORONATION, 



RAM AND S;rA BOWED TO THE GAGE. 


^ THE KING ^ 
^ IS PREPARING FOR ^ 
YOUR C0RONAT10K. YOU 
MUST OBSERVE 
RELIGIOUS AUSTERITY, 
K TODAY. ^ 


YOU COULD HAVE SENT FOR 
ME. YET I AM HONOURED BY 
YOURVISIT 


VASI5HTH GAPE HIM INSTRUCnONS FOR THE DAY 



BUT HE LEFT IN A DILEMMA. 


MY BROTHERS 
AND I WERE DORN AT 
SAME TIME, WE GREW 
UPTOGETHER. WE ATE, 
SLEPT, FLAYED TOGETHER. 
EVEN OUR SACRAMENTS 
WERE DONE TOGETHER, EVEN 
THEFIERONG OF OUR 
EARLOBES AND THE SACRED 
THREAP INVESTITURE. OUR 
MARRIAGES TOO WERE ON 
THE SAME DAY. NOW HOW 
CAN [ SIT ON THE THRONE 
ALONE. LEAVING 
THEM ASIDET 



HOW \ 

FORTUNATE h 
^WEARE!^ 


HAVE YOU 
HEARD? RAM WIU 
BE CROWNED 
V KING, ^ 


meanwhile; there was rejcwc/ng in ayodhya 

AS THE MINISmRS AND CITIZENS PREPARED FOR 
THE JUBILANT FUNCTlDN. 
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Ram Charit Manas 


way /W THE fALACE OF KAiKEYl, THE YOUHGEBT 
aUEEti OF OABHAKAm THEt^ WAS MtBCHiEF 
AFOOT. SHE HA9 AN EVtL-MlNPEP MAfP, 
KfANTHAKA, 



rHE NEWS HiLEP MAUmAl^^ M\HD WITH 
RAGEAWENVX 


SHE DECfOED SHE MUST AST E^SIy^HP Uf^ET ALL 
THE FLANS. WLfH A WOEBEGONE FACE AND TEAKS 
/W HER EYES, SHE ^VENT TO HER M/S7KESS ^^AfKEYI* 



MAWrHAKA KEPi/SEP TO SFEAK, SLTTSJiSHEP PEEPLY 
AmsomEDiouQiy. 



6I<5H[ ) 


KA/KE>7 TEASED HER FLAYFULLY 


( YOU AND YOUR Die MOUTH! 

YOU MUST SEEN CHEEKY 
V WITH UKSHMAN AND HE 
\ MUST HAVE TAUOHT YOU / 
^ A GOOD LESSON! 


MAN7HARA SiOHEO SOUNDING UKE A 
FOfSONOUS SERFENT HlBSiNG LOUDLY. 



^ SIGH! WHO ^ 
WILL TEACH ME AKP 
WHO WILL. I TEASE? 

TODAY the day 
.DELONGS TO RAM , 
V^ALONE, ^ 


NOWKAiKEYJ FELT FEAR IN HER HEART 




DO SFEAK UP! YOU ARE 
SCARING ME. IS EVERYONE 
ALL RIGHT? THE KING, RAM. 
LAKSHMAN, SHARAt 
SHATRUGHN? 



KA/KEV? P^P NOT SEEM TO 3E UFSET 
Wrm THE NEWS. 
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Ram in Exile 


0UT MANTHA/W WAB AW 019, 
TKOBTEP ^ETAiNEK. 30 KAlKEYi 
CUSHIONED HER HARSH 
WORDS WiTH SWEET TALK. 



KAlWn LOVED RAM PEARLY 
Am WE TOO WAS 
AffECnOHArE TO HER 


KAJK£YfM<A& LPST'^N 
^eAPTU^EAITHE fPEA 


'HMM! RAM WILL SE K[N0 OF 
AYODHYAt WHAT A CUSTOM 
TWERACE OF RAGHU'S 
FOLLOWS, THE ELPE&TeON 
BECOMES KIWO AND THE 
OTHERS SERVE HIM, TELL 
ME, HOWCANf REWARD 
YOU FOR BRJNGIWG 
ME THIS HAFFY 
NEWS! 


f RAM IS DEARER TO ME THAN 

LIFE! WHYSHOULDI MOAN 
HIS ASCENT TO THE THRONE? 
WHY ARE YOU OKIEVINO 
AND MOANING 80? 




[ HAVE SAID 
WHATEVER IWANTEL 
TO SAY MY TRUE 
WORDS HAVE 
WOUNDED YOU. ALAS! 
irs PEOFLEWHO ARE 
FALSE THAT ARE YOUR 
FAMOURITES! 




i 



WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES W 
MAKE TO ME WHOEVER IS TO 
SE RING. I'LL REMAIN A 
\ M AID, WONT L AND NOT^ 
SVBECOME A aUEEN.^^ 


1WILL ALSO DO SO OR 
KEEP MUM ALL DAY! GOD 
HAS GIVEN ME THIS 
MISSHAPED BODY AND 
.MADE ME DEPENDENTy 
ON OTHERS. ^ 


MANTHARA FUTON HER MOST CONCERNED 
EXFRE33!0N. 



i I t \ I L \ IJ 1 1 _ 1 :UL 

MANTHARAS WICKED PLAN WORKED AND 
KAIKEYIWA3 ME3MERi3ED iNTO BELIEVING 
HER CUNNING WORDS. 


LIKE THE hMlONANT SATURN THAT CASTS fTS INFLUENCE 
FOR LONG, MANTHARA 3E0AN 70 CAST HER EVU SHADOW 
ON THE ROYAL HOUSEHOLD. 
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Ram Charlt Manas 



THEKIH^? SPEAKS 
eWEETUK; BUT HAS A 
MALICIOUS MIND. YOU ARE 
0UILELES5 AND SIMPLE 
KAUSALYA, YOUR CO-WIFE, 
HAS CUNNINGLY SENT 
YOUR SON &HARATTO HIS, 



MAWmARA rHEf4COHCOCTEC? 
REASONS THE 
f0RTMC0M/Nt5 CORONATION, 

I / RAM'S MOTHER IS JEALOUS OF "I 

YOU BECAUSE YOU ARE THE 
FAWDURnt OF THE KINO. SHE HAS 
FERSUADeDTHE KINGTO 
ARRANGE THE CROWNING RIGHT 
AWAY YO U MAY SAY THAT RAM'S 
BECOMING THE KINO IS THE 
FAMILY NORM. I AGREE! BUT IT 10 i| 
THE CONSEQUENCE THAT / 



MANTHARA THEN RECALLED SEVERAL 
TALES tWERER/^AL (WCS NAP USEP 
EVIL METHODS W SET I^P OF 
COMfErmON. SHE MADE SURE THAT 
THE SEEDS OF RESENTMENT WERE 
FIRMLY FtANTEP IN RAIKETfS HEART 



AS SOON AS RAM IS CROWNED 
KING,YOU WILL BE LIKE A FLY IN A 
SAUCER OF MILK TO BE THROWN 
OUT! YOU AND YOUR SON WILL BE 
TREATED LIKE SERVANTS, BHARAT 
MAY EVEN BE PUT INTO PRISON 
WHILE LAK5HMAN WILL BE 
RAM'S LIEUTENANT. 




OH KOI 

YOU ARE RIGHT. 
MANTHARA. ] CANNOT 
OJSTINOUISH 
BETWEEN A FRIEND 
AND A FOE. 






KAIKEV? SROKF OUT fNTO A SWEAT ANP 
TREMBLED L/KE A PLANTAIN LEAF 



DONT FEEL SO 
WRETCHED! I CAN TELL 
YOU HOWTOCHAJ^GE 
k YOUR LUCK. j 


KAIKEY7 BEGAN TO SPEAK OF OOINO AWAY 
TO HER FATHER'S HOUSE, 3UT MANTHARA 
HAP OTHER PLANS FOR HER. 



HAVING WON OVER KAIKEYI'S TRUST MANTHARA 
NOW WENTFOK THE KILL SHE WHETTBP THE KNIFE 
OF OECEtr ON THE WHETSTONE OF HER HEART 

DON'TYOU REMEMBER THE 
INCIDENT YOU ONCE TOLD ME, 

THE KING ONCE PROMISED YOU 
TWO BOONS. ASK FOR THE 
THRONE FOR YOUR SON AND 
EXILE FOR RAM* 

































































































































































Ram in Exile 



MANniARA NOWOAVE QETAiiBP 
imTKucnom VO me ouiusle 

KAiKEYf. 


KAJ KBYI 9f3CAR0Ep HER ORNAMENr^ ANP 5FRAWIEP ON THE 
3ARE FLOOK WEARING AN OLOGAmBNT, 


ASK SO THAT HE \ 
POE6 KOT GO 5ACK^ 
ON H[5 PROMISE, 

GO TO THE SULKING 
ROOMMFVOLI LET/ 
THIS NIGHT FAG&Jj 
THE SCHEME )f 
WILL FAIL! 60 
FOLLOW MY i 
ADVICE, 


ALL AROUNQ HEU IN THE PALACE AND Oi/TBIDE. THERE 
WAS CELE3RAWN ANP JU3IIAWN. 


KAfKEYl SHRUGGED OFF THE ARM HE HAD 
AFFECnONATELr riACEP ON HER SHOULDER AND 
GLARED AT HIM LIKE AN ENRAGEP SERPENT; 


IN THE EVENING. WHEN THE KING VISITED KAIKEYI'B 
FALACE, HE WAS SHOCKED TO KNOWTHATSHE WAS 
IN THE BULKING ROOM. 


WHY ARE YOU ^ 
ANGRY MY SOUL'S 
V DELIGH17 > 




HER WRETCHEO MOOD WAS REFLECTED IN HER 
WRETCHED ATTIRE, WITH ALL HER ORNAMENTS 
CAST OFF AROUND. 


mOCENTAS HE WAS, DASHARATH THOUGHTIHAT 
THIS WAS SOME SORT OF AMOROUS SPORT ON HER 
PART 




KING DASHARATH TRIED TO PLACATE HER 
Wim SWEET NOTHINGS. 


AAJKEYf ftEGAN TO ACORN HERSELF WITH HER ORNAMENTS 
WITH A SMILE. LIKE A HUNTER SETTING A TRAP ON BmUG 
A PEER. 


OH MY BELOVED, [ SWEAR A 
THOUSAND TIMES. 
EVERYTHING f OWN IS AT 
YOUR DISPOSAL JUST SMILE 
AND ASK FOR WHATEVER 
YOU WISH, FUTON YOUR 
ORNAMENTS. THIS 
UNBECOMING ATURE 
DOESN'T SUIT YOU! 


7 


TELL ME THE CAUSE OF 
YOUR ANGER, 0 FAIR ONE. 
YOU BRIGHT-EYED BEAUTY 
WITH A VOICE LIKE THE 
CUCKOO AND THE GAIT OF 
,AN ELEPHANTI WHO HAS. 
WRONGED YOU? 


* A iUOOM tt> LAOIE6 Of fHE lOOYAL FAMILY RET^KED W 47 
EXPRESS THEIR RESENTMEWT 




































































































































































Ram Charit Manas 


PAShAKAUi mOUGHTSHE HAP 
^BCOHOIBP ANP GfVBN UF HBfZ 
AN3BF. 



SHE CONCEALED HER ANGBiZ 
^EHEATH A FALSE 3MHB TV OBT 
WHAT SHE IVAHTEP. 



^ OH! I TRULY X 
HAP FOROOTTEN ABOUT 
THEM. SURELY YOU CAN 
ASK ME FOR FOUR 
^ INSTEAD OF JUST . 
TWO BOONS. 


DEAR ONE, YOU SAY ASK FOR 
ANYTHING, BUT DO YOU 
REALLY MEAN IT? YOU HAVE 
OlVEN ME TWO SOONS< SUT 
I DOUBT IF r WILL EVER 
OETTHEM. 


PA5HARATH OOULP NOT BEAR 
THE TMOUGHr OF PKEAKJNG 
A FFOMfBE. 


ms THE RULE IN THE 
RACE OF RAGHUS THAT A 
PROMISE MUST BE KEPT 
EVEN AT THE COST OF 
ONE'S LIFE. 


WHEN OASHARATH REMtNQEO HER THAT HE HAD 
&WORN ON RAM'S NAME TO KEEF HIS WORD. SHE 
FELTCOmNCEP. 



PASHA RATH TURNEP PALE ANP WAS PARALYSEP 
Wrm HORROR. WITH Hta HEAP iN HJS HANDS, HE 
CLOSED BOTH HJ5 EYES. 



RAM AND BHARAT ARE EQUALLY 
DEAR TO ME. I WILL SEND FOR 
BHARAT AT ONCE ANP BESTOW 
THE KINOE>OM ON HIM. BUT 
,Y0UR SECOND WISH IS PAINFUL 
HOW CAN I LIVE WITHOUT 
RAMMSK FOR SOME 
OTHER SOON! 


GRANT MY 
WISHES OR BE DISGRACED 
AS A PROMISE-BREAKER. IF, 
BY DAYBREAK, RAM 
DOE6NT DEPART FOR THE 
FOREST IT WILL MEAN MY 
DEATH AND YOUR 
DJSGRACE. 
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Ram in Exile 



PONT PESTROYOUR 
SOLAR RACE! KILL ME, 
.BUT DON'T TAKE RAM 
XAWAYFKOM ME^ 


DABHARATH REAUBBQ fHAT SHE fcYAS 
RESOLLTC fN HER PtMANPO. HE BOWED 
BEFORE HER AND ClASFED HER FEET IN 
SUFTUCAWN. 


PONT CRY NOW! 
FOR A MAN TRUE 
TO HISWORP* 
LIFE. WIFE. SON 
AND WEALTH. ALL 
^ ARE LIKE 
IBk&l-APE& OF 
0RA66! 



I'LL DO SO AT ONCE! 
WE KEEP HI& ORDER 
TO START ALL THE 
V FREFARAnOKSw 


WHY HASNT KINO 
PASHARATH WOKEN 
UFYETT HE IS USUALLY 
UP SO EARLY! GO AND 
.CALL HIM, SUMANTRI, 


PASHARATH CRfEQ FirEOUBlYAil NIGHT lONa 
SmCKEN wrm borrow, at daybreak, the 

AUBFiaOUB BOUNDS OF FLUTE. LUTE AND CONCH RANG 
OirTATJHEGAJE, 


eUMANTR WAS SHOCKED TO SEE PASHARATH IN 
A HAFLESSSTATE. 


I 


THE KINO HAS NOT SLEPT AT ALL. 
HE KEFT REPEATIKO RAM'S 
NAME* SUTWOULPNT TELL ME 
THE REASON. GO AT ONCE AND 

WILL KNOW WHAT THE 




SDMAN7K WENT TO FETCH RAM. AND SOON 
RETURNED WtTHHM 


WELL* THE REASON (S THAT HE 
[S VERY FOND OF YOU. HE HAD 
SIVEN ME TWO BOONS, BUT 
NOW HE IS ORIEF STRICKEN 
ON HEARINO MY REQUEST. 
AND THE REASON IS HIS 
ATTACH WENT TO YOU. 



HE IS FUGEP ON THE HORNS OF 
A DILEMMA, ON THE ONE HAND 
IS THE LOVE FOR HIS SON. ON 
THE OTHER IS HIS PROMISE. 
OBEY HIS COMMAND ANp 
RELIEVE HIM FROM THIS 
OREAT TORTURE. 


KAiKEY! THEN 1DLD RAM OP^ THE 
BOONS SHE HAD ASKED FOR 




HE EV^N SAW THE REDEEMING VIRTUE Of 
HERVTLEflAW. 

THE FOREST WILL BE A GOOD PLACE 
FOR ME 10 STAY! ITL MEETTHE 
HERMITS THERE. MY DEAR BHARAT 
WILL GET THE KINGDOM. EVERYTHING 
IS WONDERFUL. ONLY ONE THING 
SADDENS ME. FATHER tS GRIEVING 
OVERSUCH A TRIFLE! 
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RamCharit Manas 



YOU ARE GRIEYtNG 
OVER A TRIFLE* 
V FATHER, jyj 


dYNOW PASHA^TH, WHO HAP PEEW IN 
AN UNCONSaOUS STATE, RECOVERED ANP 
RAM 30WEP 3EF0RE HIM. 


PLEASE. GOD! 
PONT TAKE 
RAM AWAY 
FROM ME! 


HE CLASPED RAM TO Ht3 BOSOM AND 
COULP HOT UTTER A WORD. 



OH! EVERYTHING 
WAS SO FINE TILL 
LAST NIGHT. 


NOW [T IS ALL 
RUINED* > 


^THAT WOMAN 
HAS WRECKED 
THE PEOPLE OF 
V THE TOWN. . 


RAM PEOiPEP TO SEEK LEAVE OF HIS MOTHER BEFORE 
PEFARTINS FOR THE FOREST MEAmHILE THE NEm 
SFREAP LIKE WILPFIRE THROUGHOUT THE TOWN, 


RAM WENT TO KAUSALYAS FALACE. SHE HAP NO 
IPEA THAT THE WE HAP TURNEP, ANP OlFTEP 
HIM WITH NEW CLOTHES ANP JEWELS ANP KIS5EP 
HIM TENPERLX 


OH. MY DEAR SON! THE 
AUSPICIOUS HOUR IS 
NIGH! GET READY 
SON. YOU ARE 
GOING TO GET 
A KINGDOM 
TODAY 


INDEED I AMI FATHER Y 

HAS GIVEN ME THE 
KtNGDOMOF THE 

DEEDS, 



GIVE ME YOUR SiESSINGS* 
MOTHER, FOR E MUST START 
AT ONCE. I WILL OBEY MY 
FATHER’S WORDS ANP 
RETURN AFTER SPENDING 
FOURTEEN YEARS IN 
THE JUNGLE. 


WHAT? YOU ARE SO 
DEARTOTHEKINGIHE 
HAD EVEN DECIDED THE 
PAY FOR YOUR 
CORONATION. SO WHY 
HAS HE ASKED YOU 
TO GO AWAY? 





KAUSALYA WANTED TO KNOW WHO WAS 
RESrONSIBLE FOR THE CHANGE OF HEART. 
BUT RAM PIP not reply SDMANTR^S SON* 
WHO HAD ACCOMPANIED RAM, TOLD HER 
WHAT HAD HARfENEP. 


OH, WHAT CAN t DO? 
IF I ASK RAM TO 
STAY, I GO 
MY RIGHTEOUS 
DUTY. BUT f CANT 
DEAR TO SEND 
HIM AWAY 
EITHER! 



YOU HAVE DONE WELL 
TO OBEY YOUR FATHER. 

BUT WE WILL ALL 
^ MISS YOU! ^ 


KAUSAPfA rUlLEP HERSELF TOGETHER AND REMINDED 
HERSELF THAT RAM ANP BHARAT WERE BOTH PEAR TO HER. 


JUSTTHEN SfTA HEARD THE NEtV^ ANP RUSHED THERE 
SHE SAT BY HER MOTHEK-lN-lAW WITH TEARS IN HER EYES. 
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Ram in Exile 



IF MY LORD GOES 
THE FOREST, WHAT 
SHOULD IPO? I 
MUSTGOWrTH HIM 
OR ELSE I WILL 
SURELY DIE! SHOULD 
MY eOPYANP 
BE WITH HIM OR 
MY SPIRrr 


OH!! HAVE NOT 
ALLOWED HER TO 
DO A STOKE OF 
WORK. NOW SHE 
TOO WANTS TO 
GO TO THE 
FOREST WITH 
RAM. 



THE FOREST IS NO PLACE FOR 
SUCH A DELICATE GIRL THERE 
ARE WILD ANIMALS AND 
DEMONS THAT DWELL THERE. 
YOU DECfDE WHAT SITA MUST 
PO AND! WJLL INSTRUCT HER 
ACCORDINGLY. OF COURSE, IF 
\SHE STAYS BACK, SHE WILL . 
^BE A GREAT SUPPORT A 
TO ME, 


aUA SAT MEEKLY 3CKAJCHING THE GfmW VWTH HER 
FAIK HER ANKLETS HWKUNS AS iF m 

A PASSIONATE FLEA. 


RAM HESITATED TO SPEAK TO S/TA IN FRONT 

OF Hjs mother: put then he realised 

THE SITUATION REQUIRED URGENT ACTION. 

SITA, STAY AT HOME. YOU HAVE NO \ 
MDEA HOW AWFUL THE JUNGLE CAN BE. 
WITH ROUGH PATHS* PEEP RAVINES, 
LOFTY MOUNTAINS AND WILD ANIMALS. 
THERE ARE MAN-EAHNG DEMONS. 
.YOU ARE NOT FITTO LIVE IN 
FOREST* PEAR WIFE! 





A MAKE HASTEN 
AND PREPARE TO 
LEAVE AT ONCE 
^ V/ITH ME FOR . 
KTHE W00DS!>^ 


SITAS EYES FILIEP SWTH TEARS AND SHE FELL AT THE 
FEETOFKAUSALrA. 

MY LORD HA© SPOKEN IN 
MY 5EST INTEREST. BUT 
THERE IS NO SORROW 
GREATER THAN 
SEPARATION FROM 
A HUSBAND. 


HOME 


LEAVE 


HER 


NOW 


NOT 


SHE 


WILL 


BE 


ABLE 


TO 


L VE 


RAM AND SITA TOOK LEAVE OF MUSALYA AND METLAKSHMAN 
ON THE WAY. HE HAOJU&T HEARD THE NEWS. UNABLE TP 
SPEAK HE STIOOD BEFORE RAM SMTH FOLDED HANDS. 


LAKSHMAN,YOU MUST6TAYHERE 
AND LOOK AFTER OUR PARENTS 
BHARAT AND SHATRUGHN ARE 
AWAYANP FATHER IS AGED 
AND SORROWING. AYODHYA 
NEEDS YOU NOW! 




fDONT ABANDON ME! NO 
ONE MATTERS TO ME 
MORE THAN YOU! ALL 
MY RELATIONSHIPS 
ARE CENTRED IN 
YOU. 
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RAM CLASPED LAKSHMAN TO HIS BOSOM ANP 
ASKED HIM TO TAKE LEAVE OF HIS MOTHER. 



GO* MY SON! IF RAM > 
ANDSTTAGOTOTHE 
FOREST* YOU MUST 
FOLLOW. SERVE 
THEM IN THOUGHT. 
ANP PEEP, 


lAKSHMAW BOWED TO HEK RELIEVED AT HER 
REACTTON, and leapt towards ram and SITA 
MKE A DEER ESCAPING FROM A SHARE. 























































































































RamCharlt Manas 



FATHEI?, GIVE ME 
YOUR BLE53IN0& 
AND DONT 0E 
^PISMAYEP. 


A WOE CROWP HAO OAWREO AX TWE 
or THE fAlACE. \mVEA9 Of THE JOY Of fSAMIS 
CORONATION. THEYyVERE FACED MTH THE 
BORROW OF HI5 banishment; 

MYSTERtOUS 
ARE THE WAYS OF 
THE LORD! WHO CAN 
COMPREHEND 
THEM? 


PASHARATH PIP FAREI^LL TO SHA ANP 
WARNED HER ABOUT THE FOREST THE LADIES 
Of THE fAlACE mED 10 fE^UADE HER TO 
STAY PACK, PUT SHE tO/LP NOT HEAR OF It 



OH, NO! WILL 
MY WRETCHED 
LIFE NEVER 
K END! ^ 


MEANWHILE, f^AIKEYT FETCHED HERMITS ROPES AND 
VESSELS AND FiACED THEM BEFORE RAM. 

YOU ARE AS DEAR 10 
THE KINS AS LIFE 
ITSELF HE WILL NOT 
PE ABLE TD LETYOU 
GO. DO AS YOU 
THINK FIT, 


.J/ jF^Wl ^ 



CLAP fN HERMITS ROPES. RAM 
AND LARSHMAN THEN WENT TO 
GURU VA5ISH7HS FLAOE 70 
TAKE HIS LEAVE PLU THERE TOO 
THEY FOUNP MANY PEOPLE 
GATHERED TO BEE THEM. 


WHEN RAM BOWED HiS HEAP 
BEFORE YABiBHTH AND BESAN 
TO LEAVE AYODHYA.. 


...THERE WERE LOUD 
BOUNDS OF LAMENTATION IN 
THE TOWH, PASHARATH WAS 
AROUSED FROM HIS STUPOR 



SUMANTR. FOLLOW 
THEM WmnYOUR 
CHARIOTS. TAKE 
THEM TD THE 
FOREST. SHOW 
THEM AROUND* 
AND WHEN YOU 
RETURN. BRING 
BACK SITA 
WITH 


SUMANIT? RUSHED AT ONCE WITH A 
WEii-FfTTED CHARiOTAND WENT TO 
THE OL/TSKIRTS OF THE CITY WHERE 
THE THREESOME HAP REACHED 



RAH SITA AND LA/ISHMAN MOUSED 
ON THE CHARiOTWmi HORDES OF 
OTJZENB FOLLOWING THEM ON FOOT. 



HOW TIRED 
THEY MUST 
BE! 


RAM FERSUAPED THEM TO TURN PAOK, PUT THEY 
INSISTED ON FOLlCmNG HU IN THE EVENING, 
RAM DECIDED TO HALT FDR THE NIGHT BY THE 
BANKS OF R!YER TAMASA. 




TIRED AFTER THE LONG JOURNEY THE PEOPLE 
FOUND REFUGE ON THE BANKS ANP WENT TD SLEEP 
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Ram in Exile 



^PEAR FRIEND, LETS DKIVE^ 
AWAY NOW aUlETLY MAKE 
SURE THE CHARIOT LEAVES 
.NO TRACKS FOR THEM TO . 
FOLLOW. 


AFTER THREE TO FOUR H0UR5. WHEN HE WAS 
3URE THAT THE FEOFIE WERE FAST ASLEEP? 
RAM QiGNALLED ID BUMANTR - 


SOMANTR DROVE THE CHARIOTm SUCH A WAY 
THAT THE TRACKS WERE OVERLAFTmO AHD 
CONFUSm, 



LOOKATTHE 
TRACKS. THEY ARE 
VALL MIXED UPl > 


THEY HAVE 
^GONEl 




IL 


m THE KiOmNG, WHEN THE FEORiE WOKE UR THEY 
REAUSED WHAT HAD HAFTENED. 


WE 


CANT 

FOLLOW 


EVEN 


THEM 


OHIRAM 
PIP NOT WANT 
US TO FOLLOW 
HIMl 


HAPLESS, THEY RETURNED HOME TO AYODHYA. 



THEY DATHEO iN THE HOLY R/VER 
AMD RAM TOLD THEM MANY 
LEGENDS AOOUr THE GANGA 
WHILE they rested ON ^TS 
3ANKS. 


MEANWHILE, THE CHARIOT 
REACHED 5HR/N4?AVERAFUR. 





THE NEWS OF THEIR ARRIVAL 
REACHED SLfHA, THE CHIEF Of THE 
NfSHAD TR/SE GATHERING GIFTS 
OF THEJUNGIE LIKE ROOTS AND 
FRUTTS, HE CAME TO MEET RAM. 


GUHA REALISED THAT RAM HAD 
TO L/VE m THE WILD, AND SO HE 
CHOSE A SHADY ASHOK TREE 
(SHEESHAM) AND MADE A SED 
WTTH KUSHA GRASS AND BOH 
LEAVES, 


LORD, VISIT 
MY CITY 
AND 
HONOUR 
ME DY 
SEINO MY 


CANNOT DO SO, 
MY FRIEND. I 
MUST DWELL (N 
FOREST LIKE 
AN ASCETIC. I 
CANT LIVE IN A 
CITY OR VILLAGE 
FOURTEEN 


HE FASHIONED CUPS OUTOf 
TENDER LEAVES AND SERVED A 
meal Of the CHOiCESr FRUftS 
AND ROOTS TO RAM, SiTA 
lAKSHMAN AND SUMANTR. 



AFTER THE EVENING PRAYERS, 
RAM RETIRED LAKSHMAN SAT 
AT A DISTANCE KEEPING VIGIL, 
WITH HIS DOW AND ARROW 
ALOFT, 



NO ONE IS THE CAUSE OF 
ANOTHER'S SORROWr WE ALL 
V REAP THE FRUIT OF OUR y 
ACTIONS. 




GUHA FLACED HIS TRUSTWORTHY SOLDIERS ALL 
AROUND AND SAT BESIDES LAKSHMAN. 

I CANT SEAR 10 SEE RAM 
AND SITA ON THIS SEP 
OF DRYOKASSr WHATA 
CONTRAST rr IS TO THE 
OPULENCE AND 
COMFORT OF AWHYA'S 
PALACE, THAT WICKED 
KAIKEYI IS THE CAUSE 
OF ALL THIS 
SORROW. 
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Ram Charit Manas 



IN rHE MOmNG, ABKBD FO^ fHE BAF 

OF THE 3ANYAN TKEE AFTEF. BATHING. HE 
ANP LAFBHmN MATTFP THE HAiK ON THEIF 
HEAO Wrm THE BANYAN BAE THE BIOHT OF 
THE ASCETIC KNOTS ON THEIR HEAD MADE 
SUMAKTR WEEE 


YOUR FATHER HAD 
ASKED METOBRINO 
YOU BACK TO 
AFTER SHOWfNOYOU 
THE FOREST AND 
BATHINO IN THE 
GANOA. NOW 
I WILL DO A5 
YOU SAY 


MY ANCESTORS 
ENDURED MANY 
HARDSHCFSp BUT 
PIP NOT STRAY 
THE PATH OF 
RIGHTEOUSNESS. 


r AS THE HOLYSCRinilRESp 
AGAMASp VEDAS AND PUR AN AS 
DEaAREp THERE IS NOTHfNG 
GREATER THAN ONE'S DUTY, ] AM 
ABLE TO FULFIL MV DUTY 
WlTHOLfT MUCH ADO. SOp GO 
BACK AND TELL MY FATHER 
NOT TO GRIEVE. 


AY 


WELLp 
IN THAT CASE. 
THE KING ASKED 
ME TO BRING 
SITADACK, HE 
SAID WE SHOULD 
BOTH PERSUADE 
HER TO 
RETURN. 


BUTSITA WAS NOT WliUNG 10 RETURN. 



NO 11 CAN NOT GO! HOW CAN YOU SEPARATE 
A SHADOW FROM ITS SUBSTANCE? CAN 
THE MOONLIGHT FORSAKE THE MOON? 
BESIDES, I HAVE NO FEAR OF THE FOREST 
WHEN I HAVE TWO VALIANT WARRIORS. 
TO PROTECT ME! 




ATLASraOMANTR WAS FERBUAPEP TO 
DRIVE OFF ALONE N THE CHARiOT, 




RAM THEN WENT IN SEARCH OF 
A BOAT TO CROSS THE OANOA 
HE MET A BOATMAN. 


CANYOU 
FERRY US 
ACROSS* 
BOATMAN? 


0, NO! I CANNOT 
DO SOI I HAVE 
HEARD ABOUT 
YOU AND YOUR 
PROWESS. THE 
DUST OF YOUR 
FEET TURNED A 
ROCK INTO A 
HERMITS 
WIFE 



MY WOODEN 
BOAT IS NOT AS 
HARD AS A 
ROCK. WHAT IF IT 
TURNS INTO A 
WOMAN? MY 
BOAT IS MY 
MY LIVELIHOOD! 
I'LL BE LOST 
WITHOUT 


BUT WE 
MUST 
CROSS 
THE 
R5VER! 



RAM SMILED AND AGREED 10 HIS 
STRANGE request; WTH lOVINO 
CARE. THE BOATMAN BATHED AND 
DRIED RAMS FEET. 


IN THAT CASE. ALLOW 
METO WASH YOUR 
FEET! LETLAKSHMAN 
SHOOT ME WITH HIS 
ARROWS, IF HE WILL 
BUT UNLESS I 
CLEANSE YOUR 
I WILL NOT FERRY 
YOU ACROSS 
THE RIVER. 


ALL RIGHT! 
DO WHAT 
YOU 
MUST TO 
PRESERVE 
YOUR 
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Ram in Exile 


HE FERRIED THEM ACR053 THE OANOA 
TO THE BANDTDANK ON THE OTHER SIDE 




RAM MADE A CLAY IMAOE Of 3HfVAHP 
RRAYBO BEFORE IT. SfTA BCmu TO THE 
CELE3T\Al GAMGA ANO BOUGHT 

HER BIEBBING, 


6RANT THAT I MAY 
RETURN SAFELY 
WITH MYHU9&AND 
AND HES BROTHER 
ANP OFFER 
MYRRAYERTOYOU 
AGAIN! 


RAM THEN ASKED GUHA TO RETURN TO H\S FIACE 



BUT OUHA WAS REWCTANTTO LEAVE. 


LET ME BE BYYDUR 
SfPEFORAFEWDAYa 
I WILL MAKE A LOVELY 
HUT OF LEAVES 
WHEREVER YOU 00. 
AFTER SHOWING 
YOU AROUND 
I WILL RETURN^ 

J PRDM[SE 
YOU! 



THIS HOLY CITY IS WHERE GANGA, 
YAMUNA AND SARASWATT MEET AT 
NJHETRIVENL LET US BATHE AT^ 
,.Jq^OT^E CONFLUENCE,....-^^^ 


they roamed through the forest, SlEEF\m UNDER 
THE TREES AT NIGHT. TILL THEY REACHED THE HOLY 
CiTYOFfRAYAG. 


THEYFERFORMBD THE FREBCRidED 
RmJALB ATTHE DIVINE BFOT 




THEN THEYVISITED THE HERMfTAGE OF 
SAGE BHARADWAJ. RAM WAS ABOUT TO 
UE PROSTRATED SEPORE THE GREAT 
BAGE. BUT HE UFTED HIM UF tN AN 
EMBRACE. 


MANY HERMiTB ANO SAGES, BTUOEfTTB 
ANO ABCEUC3. GATHERED TO CATCH A 
GLIMFSE OF THE VISITORS. 


AFTER STAYING OVERNIGHT 
AT THE ASHRAM, RAM 
ABKEDBAGE BHARAOWAJ- 


HERE ARE 
FRUITS. ROOTS 
AND SPROUTS 
FOR YOU. I AM 
HONOURED 
YOUR 


WHO ARE 
HONOURED FOR WHO 
HAS NOT HEARD OF 
YOUR COUNTLESS 
FEATS! 


WE HAVE TO SPEND 
MANY YEARS IN 
THE FOREST. CAN 
YOU SHOW US 



FIFTY STUDENTS EAGERLY 
VOLUNTEERED. BUTJHESAGE 

selected only four of 

THEM ID GUIDE RAM. 
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R^m Charit Manas 


THE 5MMi GROUF TRAVELLED THROUGH 
MANY V}LiAGE5 AHD THEN C^033ED EfVEf? 
rAMiJWA A3 PARK A3 THE eWARTHY RAM. 



YOU TOO SHOULD 
RETURN NOW. 
OUHA! YOU HAVE 
COME A L0N6 
kWAY WITH U& > 


NOWYOU CAN 
RETURN TO YOUR 
. HERMITAGE. ^ 




ALL ALONG the WAX FEOFiE LOOKED AT 
THEM tWTH LOVE AND TENPERNESS. 


WHEN THEY 3TVFFEP TO REST AWHILE, THE ViLiAGER3 
GATHERED AROUND THEM. 



THEY DROUGHT COOL WATER FOR THEM TO DRINK AND 
FUED THEM IWTH QUE3T]0N3, 



THE WOMEN GATHERED AROUW 31TA AND 
TlMiDiYaUEB-nONED HER fN GUfiEiE33 TONES. 


OfRINCESSIMAYWE 
ASRYOU AGUE6T10N? 
THERE ARE TWO 
PRINCES 

WITH YOU. ONE PARK 
AND THE OTHER 
WHO ARE THEY? 


THE FAIR ONE \3 
CAllED 
LAKSHMAN- HE ES 
MY HUS&ANITS 
YOUNGER 
BROTHER. 



MAY YOUR WEDDED 
BLISS LAST FOR 
EVER! IF YOU RETURN 
THIS WAX DO COME 
V and MEET US! > 


THAT ONE 
IS MY 
HUS0AND1 


THEN, COVERiNG HER FACE WTH THE EDGE OF HER 
GARMENT, S/TA GLANCED ASKANCE AT RAM. 



^WHAT A LOVELY SPOT THIS 


THIS MUST BE 
THE HERMITAGE 
V OFYALMIKL . 


15! BIRDS. BEES AND 
BEASTS ARE HOVERING 
UN HAPPY HARMONY^ 


RAM WALKED AHEAD AND LAK3HMAH FQllOWED, 
KEEFIHG S/TA SAfELY BETl^EN THEM. SHE 
LOOKED REGFLEHDENl UKE ROHINF FIACEP 
BETWEEN THE MOON AND MERCURY. 


RESTING AmHE WHENEVER SOA SEEMED TIRED, 
THEY REACHED THE ASHRAM Of SAGE VAlMiKI. 


" IS T>JE NAME OF A flTAR 


AFTER REFKE6H;NG THEMSELVES WiTH FRESH FOREST 
FARE, RAM TOLP VALMiM Ail THE EVENTS lEADiNO TO 
THEiR FXflE. 


SO HERE I AM. 
FULFILLING MY 
FATHER’S VOW NOW DO 
GUIDE US TO A PLACE 
WHERE CAN STAY 


GOTOCHITRAKOOT 
MOUNTAIN. IT HAS A PURE 
RIVER RUNNING BY AND ALL 
THE COMFORTS FOR 
DWELLING IN A 
FOREST. 





























































Ram in Exile 



YALMIKI rOL9 THEM THAT CHfTKAKOOT 1VA5 A 
FAVOUKB^ nACB OF MANY SAGES tIKE ATKi, 


fOLLOMN& rHEAOVlCB Of THE SAGE, THEY 

REACHED GHrreAKOOr; lakshmaw chose a 

SECT IVHERE THE KIVEf? mUT mOUW THE 
9mi^U^A30W, 


THIS MUST ee 
I^IVEI^ MANPAKINI 
ATRISUTARVOF 
THE GANGA 


LOOK. LAKSHMANt 
THIS IS A PLEASAWT 
SLOPING BANK. MAKE 
FOR 

OUR STAY HERE. 


HE GATHEREP THE FOREST iWELLERS. THE KOLS ANP THE 
KARATS. Am 100ETHER THEY W\IT TWO 9EAimfUl HUTB 
OUT Of GKABS ANP LEAVES. 



THE fOf^EST FOLK BmUGHT FLATTERS OF FRUffS ANP 
ROOTS FOR THE/R GUESTS. 


THE fo^EerAmum them hap trees of 
VAmu3 mos. blue jays, koels, tarrots 

ANP CUCfWS Oi\KEUFEO All PAY WLP 
ANIMALS ROAMEP AROUNP FEARLESSLY 



THEY SETTLEP CWN /N THE/R NEW HOME. 
KEEF/NG EACH OTHER COMRAAfY t^HEHEVER 
THEY FELTHOMES/(X RAM REGALEP THEM WITH 
3QME3AOREQlEGEm. 



MEAMVH/iE /N AWHY\ SUMANTR FELT SAP 
RETURNIWG MATHOOT RAM. S/TA ANP LAKSHMAN. HE 
hA/TEPATTHE OL/TSK/RTS ALL PAY ANP SLUNK /N70 
THE OmriN THE COi€R Of TML/GHTi 


5UMANTRIVAS SOON SURROUNPEP SYOURfOUS 
ONLOOKERS AS HE MAPE H/S tVAY/NTO THE FALAOE 


<;ng pasharath was fale anp forlorn; 

LYTNG SEREFT OF ORNAMENTS ON THE 
GROUNP SfSHfNG DEEFlYAll THE WHILE. 



OH. RAM! MY 
PEAR RAM! OH. 
LAKSHMAN! OH, 
V SITA! 


LONG UrVE 
THE KING! 



AS SOON AS HEHEARP 

SUMANTR'SVO/CE, 

PASHARATHSATUR 


OH! TELL ME. SUMANTR! 
WHERE IS RAMf HAVE 
YOU BROUGHT THEM 
.BACK OR LEFT THEM IN 
X. THE WOODS? ^ 


WE 

HALTED FIRST 
AT TAMASA, 
THEN BY THE 
GANGA.THEN 
THEY MATTED 
THEIR HAIR ANP 
CROSSED THE 
RIVER ON A 
BOAT 


WHEN PASHARATH HEARP THE PETA/LEP PESCR/RHON 
FROM SUMANTR HE FELL TO THE GROUNP IH ANGU/5H. 
OUEEN KAU3ALYA WfO W CONSOLE HIM. 
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Ram Charit Manas 



I KNOW THAT SEPARATION 
FROM RAM 10 LIKE A 
BOUNDLESS OCEAN TO YOU. 
BUT WE NEED YOUR COUEAOE 
10 TIDE OVER IT AND REACH 
THE SHORE, SO FlEASE 
PONT LOSE HEART. WE 
WILL SURELY SEE RAMp 
SITA AND LAKSHMAN 
AGAIN, 


HER 

SWEET WORDS 
SOOTHE MY 
SOUL LIKE COOL 
WATER 
SPRINKLED ON 
.. A WRITHING 
V. FISH. 


THE KINO RECOVERED A LTOE, eUfiATE^ WHtl^ 
fW SEO HE RECALLED THE CURSE OF SHRAVAN. 



HE NARRATED THE 5T0RY TO KAUSALYA 


LONG AGO. WHILE I WAS OUT 
HUNUNG. I MISTOOK A YOUNG HERMIT 
FOR A FLEETING DEER AND SHOT HIM 
WITH MY ARROW. 



/r WAS SHRAVAN KUMA^ THE BOLE 
SUPPORT OF HIS &UND AGED PARENTS, 


OHp NO! 
WHAT HAVE 
w IPONE.> 


I WAS FILLING THE ^ 
PITCHER FOR MY 
PARENTS, NOW YOU 
MUST TAKE THIS 
WATER TO THEM AND 
TELL THEM OF MY y 
FATE. 



JUST AS YOU HAVE TAKEN AWAY 
THE LIFE OF OUR SON IN OUR OLD 
AGE MAY YOU SUFFER FROM THE 
FANGS OF SEPARATION FROM 
YOUR SON AND DIE. 


YOUR SON SHRAVAN 
LOST HIS LIFE 
BECAUSE I SHOT HIM 
V BY MISTAKE! ^ 


DASHARA7K REALISED THAT THE CUftSE OF SHRAVAN*S 
PARENTS WAS NOW UPON HM 



FiUED WITH DEEFAGiTAWN, KING DASHARATH 
PASSED AWAY WITH THE NAME OF H/5 BELOVED SON 
OHHJSLIPS. 


STRICKEN WITH SORROW THE 0UEEN5 OATHEREP TO 
LAMENTHfB LOSS. ALL NiGHTtHEYrnLEP, DU THE 
WISE SAGES ARRIVED AT DAWN. 



SAGE YABtSHTU ORDERED A BOAT TO BE FILLED 
WTTH Oil AND ARRANGED FOR DASHARATHS 
BODY TO BE FIACEP IN IT. HE THEN BENTFOF 
THE ENVOYS. _ _ 

RUN OUlCKLY TO BHARAT BUT DO \WE W1LL TAKE 
NOT SPEAK TO ANYONE. ANYWHERE )THE FASTEST 
ABOUT THE KING, JUST TELL BHARAT/HORSES AND 
THAT I HAVE SENT FOR BOTH THE y \ LEAVE AT 
BROTH ERS TO RETU RN ONCE! 

TOAYODHYA. 
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Ram in Exile 


eHAjwr AWi? srAitTEP ™ 

ATWHYA A5 SOON AS niEY60TmE!f:. GUKU‘S 
ME3SAOE. H;5 HEAJfTf WAS UNEASY ANP HE 
SAW ILL OMENS ^LL ALONG WE IVAV: ON 
f^EACHm AYODi^A. rEOfLE G^EIED H/M 

wmroinE silence 




so. HOW 15 EVERYONE AT 
MY MOTHER'S HOUSE? 
DIO YOU HAVE A GOOD 
V TIME? ARE THEY ALL y 
WELL? 


SHAKAT WOnCEP that THE ENTIRE hOUSEHOlQ WAS 
WOESECJONE. only KAIKEYI was fULl OE CHEEK. 


YES! EVERYONE IS FINE! SUf^ 
TELL ME WHERE ARE RAM 
AND LAKSHMAN? WHERE 
ARE MY FATHER AND THE 
OTHER QUEENS? 



dHAfZAT WAS OYtm^EiMEO TO HEAR THE NEWS 
ANP FEU TO THE OKOUNQ IN OKIEE 


KMKFfI QUICIilY EILLEP HER 
EYES WITH FALSE TEARS. 


OH. MY SON. WITH 
MANTHARA5 HELP I 
HAD ARRANGED 
EVERYTHING 
PERFECTLY &UTMY 
PLANS WERE UPSET 
AND THE KING 
DEPARTED TO 
HEAVEN. 



BHARAT OOTLEOTEO H/MSELF iVlTH MUCH EFFORT AHP 
ASAED MKEVT ABOUT THE CAUSE OF DASHAjmfS DEATH. 



OH. NO! 

I AM THE CAUSE 
Of ALL THESE 
TERRIBLE EVENTS, 






HE STOOD STILL AND STUPEHEP AT THE THOUGHTANP 
COULD NOT UTTER A worn 


KAIKEY! CHEERFULLY RELATED ALL THAT SHE HAP 
DONE, AS IF POURING POISON INlO A TERRIPLE WOUND 
SHE HAD INFLICTED. 



KAIKEYI TRIED TO COMFORT HM 


^ AHHIYOU > 
WICKED 
WOMAN! YOU 
HAVE WRECKED 
AND RUINED 
^OURFAMILYv 


4 


" PONT GRIEVE OVER 
YOLIR FATHER. HE UVED 
A RICH REWARDING 
LIFE ANP HAS GONE TO 
V HEAVEN. ^ 


BHARAT SFOKE HARSH WORDS VO KAIKEYI AND 
RUED THE FACT THAT SHE WAS HIS MOTHER. 
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Ram Charit Manas 


BHAmOHN TOO mH f^GE IVHEN HE 

HEAK9 OF ALL THE WCKEP ACT6 OF KAIKEYf- HE 
KEPrC!U/ET; PUrjVHEH HE 3 AW MANmAKA 
CLAD IN KlOi CLOTHEe ANO HEA\r JEWELS. HE 


i nar rr^ktrc^m 



IT WAS LIKE MEITEP PUTTEJS TOPf^EP ON A 
BLAZINO FS^ HE SPKANG EOKJVAPD AHP KiCF£P 
HER 30 HARD THAT SHE FELL FLAT ON HEK FACE. 


SHE SCKEAMEP AB 3L000 
BTKEAN^EOOinOF HEf? MOUTH. 



5HATKU(5HH SE^ZE0 HEf? 0Y THE AMP BEOAW TO 
O^G Hin Ami BLH' THE WHP-HEAj?THP 0HAOT 0APE 
HMTOIETGOOFHFK 


TOGETHER THErWEHJ TO SEE 
^O^USALYA mo WA5 SHADBiOf 
DKE3BEQ, WTH A »VAH EACE 
ANPEeAJLEMME.LiKEA 


CKEEPER SMTTTEH BY FROSI 



THE TWO BROTHERS WtFT 
INOONdOlABir AHD 
KAUSAlYA ClASFEQ THEM TO 
HER HEART. WWEM SHE 
SEf?AN TO yVEER BHARAT 
BECAIMW HER 


I HAP NO 
FART IN THIS 
FLOT.I 
ASSURE 
YOU! 


] KNOW THAT! 
THE MOON 
MAYSfEW 
POISON ANP 
SNOW EMIT 
FIRE. PUT YOU 
CANNOTVYISH 
OF RAM, 




SA^SE YASISHTH ANP VAUADEy CALLED 
FOR THE MINISTERS AND NOBtES Of THE 
COURT AWO APPRESSEP BHARAT BEFORE 
REASSEMBLY 


BHARAT FERFORMEP THE FINAL RITES OF 
HIS FATHER ANP HAP A SFLENPIP 
FUNE^L BIER MAPE. 


AFTER THE FUNERAL. FOLLOWfNS THE R/TTiALS 
OF THE SACEEP TESTS OF THE VEPA6 ANP 
FURANAS. DHARATMAPEOFFERINeS 70 THE 
PEPARTEP SOUL FOR THE NEfT TEN PAYS. 


SASE YASJSHTH HELREP HIM JN RERFORMINO 



AFTER THE MOUmm FERfPP WAS OVER ANP 
SIFTS HAP BEEN BESIOWEP ON BRAHMINS... 



^ ON RAMS ^ 
RETURN. YOU CAN 
PO WHAT YOU WISH, 


YES! YOU 

MUST ACCEPT THE CROWN, 


... YASISH7H FmSEO PASHARATH ANP SFOKE AFFEOnONATELY OF 

RAM^LAKSHMANAWPSITA, I .a 

— I OH* BHARAT! FATE IS ALL 


POWERFUL. THE KINO HAD BESTOWED THE THRONE ON YOU* 
ANP YOU MUST HONOUR HIS WORD. ACCEPT THE THRONE AND 
MAKE EVERYONE HAPPY. WHEN RAM RETURNS,YOU CAN GIVE 
Vl^P THE THRONE TO HIM, 
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Ram in Exile 



ALL THE KimsrERB 3EBEECHE9 BHARAT ID 
DO A3 VA3ISHTH 3UGGESTE9 GATHERING 
UF COURAGE, KAUBALYA TOO CAJOLED HM 


MY GURU 
HAS GIVEN 
ME EXCELLENT 
ApyiCE, 
I SHOULD 
FOLLOW iTt 


YOUR GURUS COMMAND 
SHOULD BE HON0UREP.6ON. 
CEASE TO LAMEm'ANP 
HIM. YOU ARE THE 
REFUGE OF THE FAMILY 
WITH RAM IN THE FOREST 
ANPTHE KING IN 


WHAT GOOD WILL ACCRUE FROM 
MY ACCEPTING THE THRONE? MY 
HAPPINESS JS IN THE SERVICE OF 
.RAM, ALLOW ME TO GO TO HIM. 
AND BEG HIS PARDON. 




H 


YOU ARE 
VERILY THE 
PERSONIFICATION 
OF DEVOTION 
TO RAM* 


THEY fttRE ALL 
BWAYED BYBHARATB 
CZlNVlNCm 
AROVMENTBAND 
AGREED VO HiB FLAN 



THEY BET our AT DAWN THE 
VEf^ NEXT DAY. 


NO ONE WAS MLLiNG TO STAY 
BACK. IN EVERY HOU&EHOLD, 
CARRIAGES WERE MADE 
READY OVERNiOHT. 



MUST MAKE PROPER 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE 
running of THE ROYAL 
HOUSEHOLD WHILE 1 AM 
AWAY AFTER ALL. 
BELONGS TO RAM 
AND I MUST LOOK 
AFTER HIS 
INTERESTS. 


HE ENTRUSTED WORK TO 
VARIOUS FEOFIE AND 
ARRANGED FOR FAlANauiNS 
FOR THE QUEENB^ COMFORTS. 



WHEN THEY WERE A&OUX TO SET OUC 
SHARAT CALLED FOR THE 
COUNSBilORB. _ 

^ TAKE WITH YOU ALL THAT IS 
NECESSARY FOR CORONATION. 

SAGE VASISHTH WILL CROWN 
RAM IN THE FOREST. 


SAGE VABfBHtH AND HIS WIFE 
ARUNDHATi RODE ON THE LEADING 
CHARIOT FOLLOWED DYA LONG LINE 
OF OTHER VEHICLES. 



MOUNT YOUR CHARIOT. DEAR^ 

SONS. ELSE OTHERS WILL 
ALSO FOLLOW SUIT. YOU KNOW 
HOW WEARY OUR FOLKS ARE 
. WITH SORROW. THEY ARE IN J 
V NO CONDITION TO WALK M 
ALL THE WAY 


AS YOU 
SAY 

MOTHER, 


5HARAT AND SHATEUGHW WERE AT THE TA/L END OF THE LONG CARAVAN OF 
MYRIAD CARRIAGES AND FALANQUINS. THEY THOUGHT OF RAM AND 
LAKSHMAN'S HARO UFE IN THE FOREST AND BEGAN TO WALK ON FOOT 
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Ram Chart! Manas 



ON f/KOr £MX rHEYhAtrEO 
KiVER TAMABA. WHEN JhEY NEAKEP 
BmNOAVERFUR, THE NBVS OF THEfi? 
ARmAL REACHED GUHA. THE NfBHAD CHIEF. 


I WHYie&HAEATCOMWG 

\TO THE FOREST WITH AN 

f BE OH ALERT! CLOSE 
THE FEmANOSINX 
ALL THE BOATS. I WILL 
GO ANO FIND BHARAT 
ANP FIGHT HIM, WAIT 
VFOR MYORPER 



PERHAPS YOU ARE \ 


ITS AN AUSPICIOUS OMEN! 
LET US MEET BHARAT. THERE 
WILL BE NO FIGHT FOE HE IS 
V COM! NO TO FEES JADE > 
X. RAM TO RETURN! 


RIGHT I MAY HAVE 
BEEN HASTY IN 
JUDGING BHARATS 
V MOTIVES* y 


THE WARHAL DRUM BEGAN TO BEAT AND SUDDENLY SOMEONE 
SNEEZED ON NfSHAD'S LEFTSIDE AN OLD MAN T>lODGHTT=ULtY 
INTERPRETED THE OMEN. 


GUHA DEOIOED10 GO WTH PRESENTS TO BHARAT AND CALLED 
FOR FRU/TS. ROOra BIRDS AND BASINETS OF FAT FISH. 


SAGE VASJSHTH RECOGNISED 
GUHA AS A FRIEND OF RAM 
AND INFORMED BHARAT THEY 
GREETED EACH OTHER WTTH 
AFFECTTON. GUHA DCWEO TV 
ALL THE ODEENS AND GREETED 


5HATRUGHN. 



AFTER SEmjNG EVERYONE 


DOWN, BHARATASXED GUHA TO 
SHOW HIM THE SPOT WHERE 
RAM AND LAXSHMAN HAD 
SLEPT AT NIGHT* 



NEXT MORNING THE PARTY SET] 
our Am THEY ALL CROSSED 
THE GANGA IN A OODPLE OF 
HOURS. AT PRAYAG, BHARAT 
BATHED AT THE TKiVEHl AND 
ASKED FOR A BOON. 


GRANTTHAT] 
MAYBE 
DEVOTED TO 
RAM FOR EVER, 
EVEN IF HE 
CONSIDERS ME 
TO BE EVIL 


fPEARBHARAt. 

DO NOT BE 
DISTRESSED 
FOR RAM 
.OVESYOU 
JEAELY 



IT WAS AT THE ASHRAM OF 
BHARADWAJ THAT BHARAT FOUND 
FURTHER SOLACE. 


LISTEN* BHARAT! 

HEARD EVEmHING. 90 
NOT BLAME YOURSELF 
FOR YOUR MOTHER'S 
DOING. THERE IS 
NOTHING WRONG IN 
ACCEPTING THE 
THRONE BESTOWED ON 
YOU. BLTT WHAT YOU 
ARE DOING NOW IS 
ABETTER 


I CANNOT 
BEAR THE 
THOUGHTOF 
RAM, SITA 
AND 
LAKShMAN 
LIVING A 
ROUGH LIFE 
IN THE 



BUT THEY ARE 
DRESSED 
IN ROYAL GARB! 


THEY DO 
RESEMBLE 
s^THEM. > 


COULD THE 
TWO BE RAM AND 
. LAKSHMAN? 


AND SITA IS NOT 
WITH THEM. 


NEYT DAY HOLDING GUHA BY THE HAND, BHA RAT 
SET OUT FOR CHiTRAKOOT WTTH SHATRUGHN. 


THE PEOPLE WHO HAD MET RAM AND LAKSHMAN, NOTED 
THE RE5FMBLAHCE BETWEEN THE FOUR BROTHERS, 
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Ram in Exile 


AT ch;trak(OT raw wab bvby mm hib 

MOmUG F^AfEKB mEH HE BAW A 
CiOUQ OF W&TW THE WORTH, BOON, THE 
FOfZEBT DWEUEt^B TOLP HJM AdOttT 
BHAKAVS AmVAL VWTH AW AKhiY. 


TOR^SIVE ME, SROTHER. IF ] SPEAK OUT OF 
TURN, YOU CANNOT THINK ILL OP ANYONE, 
PUT] AM SURE 5HARAT AND SHATRUGHN 
MVE DROUGHT AN ARMY TO OYERROWER 
YOU WHILE YOU ARE ALONE IN THE 
FOKE&t DUT HE is MISTAKEN. 

JOU ARE NOT ALONE. 




FiLLEQ Wmi RAGE AWD A FiGHVNG EfIR/T LAK&HhiAN 
FiCKEO UP HIB BOW AND ARROW TO COWFKO^^ OHAKAT 

^ I WILL TEACH HFM A 

LEDSONII Wll 
OVERTHROWTHEM 
AND THEIR ARMY, 



M£AW^VH^LE, LEAWWG THE OTHERS OW THE DAWK OF 
KIVEP. MANOAmh OHARAT WENT AHEAD WSTh 


BHATKUONN AND OOHA TtMAROS RAM'S DWEaiNO, 
AB BOON AB HE BAWRAM AWP LAKBHMAN, BHARAT 
FELL PROSTRATE ON THE GROUND. 




AS SOON AS HE HEARD THESE hORPS, RAM RAW IW 
AEFE0770WATE HASTE, SOATTHKfWG HIS BCW, ARROWS 
AWD OUiVER AND UPPER GARMENT/N ALL WRECTfONS. 



iT WAB A BIGHT FOR BORE EYES. HOW CAN ONE 
FiNO WRDB10 DEBCRidE THiB JCTfOUB REUNION? 


RAM AWD BHARAT WERE LOCKED IN AN EMBRACE, O^RFLOMNG WITH AFFECPON, UNAWARE OF THEIR M/ND, 
REASON, UWPERSTANCTNGAND THEIR VERT BEiVES. 
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Ill ■■muri .. injiWit*? ..JiHiJfwiki h yjia>»!=;^.iiiii=.'*r. >iJsigiiNrfj.rrn 


In the family of the Raghus, there has always 
been the tradition of upholding the truth, 
even at the cost of one's life. 










































